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Illawarra Christian School 
Enrichment & Learning Support 

 
1. Children with Learning Difficulties 
To assist students with learning difficulties and disabilities a variety of strategies are 
provided. Initially, class teachers provide adjustments and as much personal assistance 
as they are able. To further assist students with more persistent difficulties, support 
teachers provide both 'in class' and 'small group' learning assistance. Students in small 
groups receive more detailed assessment of their skills, and special programs, which 
target their learning needs. In K-6, a home program is seen as a vital part of this 
intervention, and is provided for each student who participates in a small group. 
 
For children who do not respond adequately to intervention provided by the class and 
support teachers, or who experience more severe disabilities, more detailed assessment 
may need to be made. This is normally provided by a consultant clinical psychologist, 
paediatrician, speech pathologist, or occupational therapist, at parents' own expense. 
Special programs are then developed based on the additional information provided in 
the assessment. 
 
Communication between parents and school staff is critical if the needs of these children 
are to be met. If teachers identify a child who is experiencing difficulty in their academic 
learning, parents are invited to an interview. These discussions seek to develop effective 
home-school strategies, which may be used to assist the child. 
 
2. Children with Special Abilities 
The staff recognise that God has blessed all children with special abilities to be used in 
service for God. Initially, in infants and primary grades, the class teacher will provide 
activities which are designed to develop the God-given abilities of each class member. 
 
For K-6 children who are performing well in advance of their class level in Maths, 
learning enrichment is provided.  This means that the children may work with a higher 
class for some lessons, in their area/s of giftedness.  
 
In addition, for those children who are exceptionally capable, small groups are 
constructed to foster problem-solving and ‘higher-order’ thinking skills, in a variety of 
contexts.  
 


